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covers only three days—the eighth, ninth,, and tenth of Dhu-
el-Hijjah. Accordingly, early on the eighth of the month
the pilgrim starts on his twelve-mile journey to the Mount
of Blessing, or Mount 'Arafat, famed for the reunion of
Adam and Eve, who had been separated on their expulsion
from paradise. As practically> the whole local population
t joins the procession, the real hajj might well be called a
. pilgrimage from Mecca; indeed, the main features occur at
^ Arafat and at Mft'na, or Ml'na, which is three miles from
the sacred city. The hill itself is about two hundred feet
high, and about one mile in circumference at its base.
Burton relates that when the pilgrims entered the precincts
of the plain of 'Arafat, in sight of the holy hill, they broke
out, all together, into the pilgrim's cry, constantly raised
during these days, "Labbayk', Allahum'ma, Labbayk'!"
" Here am I!   Here am I—
No partner hast Thou, here am I;
Verily the praise and the grace are Thine, and the empire—-
No partner hast Thou, here am I! "
The night of this first day—the Yaum-et-Tarwi'hah—may
be spent either near 'Arafat or at Mtina.
The second day of the hajj is called Yaum 'Arafat. The
noon and afternoon prayers, condensed and joined together,
are said at the Masjid (place of worship) of Abraham on
the mountain, and then follows the waquF, or "standing
on 'Arafat/' where the army of pilgrims from all parts of
the Moslem world take their places to listen to the three-
hour sermon, preached by the khattb, who is seated on a
dromedary, near the summit of the hill. What an audience!
Burton, in 1853, estimated fifty thousand, including some
ten thousand Meccans. The estimate for 1880 is ninety-
three thousand two hundred and fifty. The favorite posi-
tion for listening is on the lower slopes, but, of course, such
numbers must be spread over the plain. The sermon is
punctuated by sobs and cries, and shrieks of "Labbayk,"
from the vast audience, for it is supposed to be a time for
weeping. At sunset begins the terrible "hurry from 'Ara-
fat." It is part of the ceremony to cover the three miles

